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SAN ANTONIO, TX – October 22, 2014 

Fulfilling one of the company’s ongoing outreach priorities, members of 
MCNA’s Member Advocate team once again enthusiastically 
participated in the annual Children of Migrant Farmworkers Summit on 
October 15, 2014, at the Baker-Ripley Neighborhood Center in Houston, 
Texas. The event brought MCNA together with other community 
partners to strengthen connections and progressively expand its ability 
to provide access to quality dental care and services to migrant 
farmworker families throughout the state. 

Over 250 community leaders from such organizations as the Consulate 
of Mexico, Houston Independent School District, and Education Service 
Center 4 attended the event along with migrant families and 
representatives. The highlight of the event was the keynote speech 
presented by Rene A. Vega, MD, entitled “Forgiving the Grape: 
Reflections of a Former Farmworker.” The presentation gave listeners a 
unique window into her personal experiences and many of the 
challenges she faced. 

MCNA's representatives were present at an event booth to answer 
questions about MCNA and how it utilizes its resources to provide 
important dental care services to migrant farmworker families across the 
state. They were joined by a diverse array of other exhibitors from 
dental and health care professionals and staff to case managers and 
caseworkers, all of which share MCNA’s commitment to help migrant 
farmworker children and families access the care they need. 

“Our participation in events like this summit helps all parts of our 
organization meet our goals to connect with the migrant farmworker 
population,” said Oteasa Townsend-Hardy, Director of Quality 
Improvement. “Each year we return to the Migrant Summit, our 
representatives find new community partners to better link with 
community resources and extend our reach to migrant farmworker 
children and their families, helping them obtain the free dental services 
available to them.” 

### 

MCNA is a leading dental benefit management company committed to 
providing high quality services. We serve approximately 4 million 
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Medicaid and CHIP members in Texas, Louisiana, Florida, and 
Kentucky. For over 20 years, we have been committed to improving the 
overall health of our members by making sure they get great dental 
care, and service they can trust. At MCNA, we care about your smile. 
More information can be found at our corporate website, 
http://www.mcna.net. 

 


